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Introduction

 The tribes were earlier known as Janas. As these janas grew in size and power, they came to be

known as Janapadas or foothold of a tribe. The large Janapadas were called Mahajanapadas.

 The Buddhist and Jain literature give us information about the janapadas and mahajanapadas.

 The 16 independent kingdoms or mahajanapadas together were known as Shodasa

mahajanapadas. For example Kosala, Vatsa, Avanti, Magadha etc.

 The political life of the sixth century witnessed a transition from small tribal units to Janapadas and

mahajanapadas, which further classified as monarchies and republics.

 The taxes were collected to run the administration efficiently.

 These revenue collected from taxes was used to maintain the army, which was an integral part of

the mahajanapadas. And also for the construction of roads and canals.

 Punch marked coins came up during this period.

 Education in Gurukul system was still prevalent. Subjects like medicine, philosophy, grammar,

astronomy, and logic were taught here.

 The sixth- century also saw the origin of two new religious movements– Buddhism and Jainism.

Due to the reason that the people now desired simple religious practices that could be easily

followed by all. And the language in which these two religion preached was of masses that is Prakrit.

 These two religions offered a simple life , no caste distinction and non- violence.
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Question and Answers

D.Answer the questions in brief.

Q1. What was a mahajanapada?

Ans: The tribes were earlier known as Janas. As these janas grew in size and power, they came to be known as
Janapadas or foothold of a tribe. The large Janapadas were called Mahajanapadas.

Q2. Name the four mahajanapadas that rose to prominence in the sixth century.

Ans: The four mahajanapadas that rose to prominence in the sixth century were Kosala, Vatsa, Avanti and Magadha.

Q3. What part of the agricultural produce was to be deposited as tax.

Ans: One sixth part of the agricultural produce was to be deposited as tax.

Q5. What do you understand by an urban centre? Give one example of an urban centre.

Ans: i. Many towns and cities became centres that specialized in different crafts and occupations such as weaving,
pottery, and chariot - making.

ii. Many towns and cities were denoted as urban centres.
iii. For Example Champa.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

E. Answer the questions in detail.

Q1. How did iron manage to revolutionize agriculture in the sixth century?

Ans : i. With the help of these sturdy tools, forests were cleared for cultivation.
ii The use of iron tools like Ploughshare simplified cultivation and led to surplus production.
iii. Surplus production provided impetus to trade, leading to the growth of towns and cities.

Q2. Briefly explain the factors that led to Magadha to become a supreme power among the 16
mahajanapadas ?

Ans: Many factors contributed to Magadha becoming a dominant power among the 16 mahajanapadas:
i. Magadha was located at the confluence of the rivers Ganga and Son. This made it possible to

exercise control over the Ganga plains, the river, and the riverine trade.
ii. Besides a perfect geographical location, Magadha had an abundance of natural resources. The

Ganga plains were fertile, which yielded a surplus crop. The forest region provided timber and
elephants that were used in the army.

iii. The Magadhan capital Rajgriha was also surrounded by five hills which provided a natural defence
system along with the thick stone walls that made it difficult for the enemy to attack Magadha.



iv.To increase its territories, Magadha also conquered neighbouring kingdoms. Besides increasing Magadha’s
territory, these conquests increased the revenue of the state as many territories were flourishing centres of
trade and commerce.

Q3. Briefly discuss Bimbisara and Ajatashatru's contribution to Magadha becoming a supreme power.

Ans:i. Bimbisara established his capital at Rajgriha. He was firm in administrative matters and did not tolerate
inefficiency and corruption.

ii. He expanded his kingdom through conquests and matrimonial alliances.
iii. Bimbisara was also known to be a devout Buddhist.
iv. Bimbisara was succeeded by his son Ajatashatru, who ruled Magadha after his father’s death till 462 bce.
v. Through his military expeditions, he further strengthened Magadha’s position among the 16 mahajanapadas.
vi. Ajatashatru through his conquests not only became the master of northern and eastern India, he consolidated

the Magadhan Empire.
vii. Like his father, Ajatashatru was also a great administrator and was well- known for his military innovations.
viii. Bimbisara and Ajatashatru also built cities, towns, roads, and bridges.

Q4. Differentiate between a monarchy and republican political setup.

Ans: The republics, or ganasanghas, were ruled by an elected chief who was the head of the ganasangha and
was answerable to the council that was also elected by the people of that ganasangha. The republics were
democratic in character and were the opposite of monarchies where kingship was hereditary. The king was
considered divine and powerful and took all decisions. The republics and monarchies were constantly at war.
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